However, it has been observed that the recent production technology developed by the research has not been fully harnessed because the majority of farmers lack the capacity to utilize them.
The contributions of training to agricultural development has been highlighted as thus: providing farmers with the basic skills; improving rationality and increasing inquisitiveness and thereby improving receptivity to new ideas and strengthening the willingness to economize and facilitate the adoption of new techniques. (Mengistu [7] ) Furthermore, on the importance of training and active participation for success in any rural development endeavour, (Bari, [8] ) reported that for an effective rural development process to take place, participation of rural people in the development process is essential. In other word, it is the involvement of rice farmers in the capacity building programme that is designed for them that will determine their output level if the acquired skill is put to use. (Isiaku [9] ) asserted that it is training that will help farmers to boost rice production with a view to attaining the objective of Government to stop rice importation by 2016. This is one of the reasons while the Kwara Agricultural Development Programmes in collaboration with other bodies such as Olam, USAID and First Bank in Kwara State, Nigeria organized capacity building programme for rice farmers that covers rice agronomy, management, processing (which is value addition) and marketing. The objectives of the programmes include: to improve the capacity of farmers and build up confidence in them ; to increase yield or output of the farmers; to improve the welfare of the farmers through high income and to make farmers to see farming as a business in which they can make profit. This is line with the objective of Agricultural Transformation Agenda of Federal Republic of Nigeria.
It is against this backdrop that this study sets out to evaluate the participation of rice farmers in capacity building programme of Agricultural Development Programme in Kwara state, Nigeria. Therefore, the main objective of this study is to assess the participation of rice farmers in capacity building programme of Agricultural Development Programme in Kwara State, Nigeria.
The specific objectives include: 1. To identify the capacity building programmes of Agricultural Development Programmes used in the study. 2 To examine the participation levels of rice farmers in the capacity building programmes 3 To compare the participation of rice farmers in the two LGAs The location shares common boundaries with Niger State, Kogi State as well as Edu and Irepodun Local Government Areas. It has a total land area of about 2924.62sq.km, which is about 5% of the total land area of the state -Kwara State (www.kwarastate.com). According to Kwara State Agricultural Development Project, (KWADP, [10] ), approximately 25% of the land area of the Local Government is used for farming activities.
The information from the (Meteorological Office [11] ) Ilorin shows that the study area falls within humid climate with two distinct seasons (the wet and dry seasons). The wet season lasts between April and October during which there is rain and dry season is between November and March. The rainfall ranges between 50.8mm during the driest months to 2413.3mm in the wettest months. The minimum average temperature throughout the state ranges between 21.10 c and 25.00 c while, maximum average temperature ranges from 30 c to 35 c . The soil is red laterite of tropical area formed under seasonal rainfall climatic region. Soil aggregation is poor, with tendency to compact under wet condition. Surface texture is sandy loam. Clay is predominantly kaolite. Soil is about 30-40% clay especially with depth. The climax vegetation was tropical deciduous forest but the influence of man, especially farming activities has turned it into dry woodland savanna, which is characterized with scattered trees and tall grasses. The study area was chosen because agriculture is the bedrock of its economy and also characterized with various forms of ecological zones that give rise to different types of crop. The typical cropping systems in the study area are, Rice -based system, Sugar Cane-based system, Ground Nut -based systems, Millet-based system and Melon cultivation in areas located along river Niger, the major river in the study area. The total estimated population of Patigi Local Government Area according to (National Population Commision, [12] ) is about 45,494 (22,712 males, 22,782 females) of which farmers account for about 70%. Agricultural production is largely peasant and small-scale relying heavily on the use of manual labour equipped with crude implements, while fertilizers, mechanical implement, improved seeds and agrochemicals are also used to some extent (KWADP, 2007).
Data collection and sampling technique
All participating farmers in the project constitute the population of study, they were about 3,000, out of which 90 respondents were randomly selected from Patigi LGA ( 30 respondents from each district of the three district) and remaining 90 respondents randomly selected from Edu LGA ( 30 respondents from each district of the three district), given a total sample size of 180. The data collected were analyzed using the Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS ,version 15),the descriptive statistic and inferential statistics such as frequency counts, percentages, means and regression analysis were used to describe the variables and to examine relationship between some personal characteristics of the rice farmers and their participation in programme . Also diagrammatic representation of pie chart and bar-chart was used to compare the result. Figure 1 shows that in Patigi local government, 2.2% did not participate in any of the capacity building programmes, 11.1% participated in only one programme, 7.8% participated in the two programmes only, 1.1% participated in three programme, 3.3 % participated in four of the programmes, 8.9% participated in five of the programme, many (27.8%) participated in six of the programmes, while majority (37.8%) of the respondents in the Pategi local government involved themselves with all the seven programmes. The participation mean according to table 1 is 6.1889, that mean on the average, out of seven programme , six programme were fully attended by the participant. The implication of this is that the objective of the programme which is to impart to farmers rice production new technologies may not been fully realized because not all the capacity building programmes were fully attended. Regression analysis (Table 2) shows that there were positive relationships between participation levels of farmers in capacity building programmes and age (β = 0.062), educational levels (β=0.762), household size (β= 0.037) years of experience in (β = 0.037), and secondary occupation (β = 0.479). The most significant variables among them were educational levels and secondary occupation of the respondents. The result implies that the increase in the farmers' age, the more they participated in the programme. This may be possible, but is contrary to expectation as participation expected to decrease with age, but because the mean age of the farmers that participated in the programme in Patigi Local Government is 40 years which mean they are still in their active stage of life and very close to youth ages category, that is the period of 15-35 years according to (Chigunta, [13] ) . Likewise, the increase in education will lead to increase in the level of participation of farmers in the capacity building programme. This agree with finding of (Norsida and Sami, [14] ) in which they find that educational level has a positive effect on participation. Moreover, the positive relationship between the household size and participation level is also in agreement with the finding of (Alarima et al [15] ). On the other hand, the regression coefficients between levels of participation and farm size (-0.424) and land ownership. (-0.095). This implies that an increase in farm size lead to less participation in the capacity building training programme. This may be as a result of misplacement of priority, as some of them may be too busy to attend the training or they might see themselves not to need training since they are large scale producer. On the issue of land ownership, the more they lack control on the land the less they participate on capacity building programme. Figure 2 shows that in Edu local government, 11.1% did not participate in any of the programme, the majority (35.6%) participated in one of the programme, many (23.3%) participated in the two of the programme, 8.9% participated in three programmes, 3.3% participated in four of the programmes, 4.4% participated in five of the programme, 11.1% participated in six of the programmes while only 2.2 % participated in all the seven programme. The participation mean, according to table 1 is 3.2667, that mean for the average, out of seven programmes, two programmes was fully attended by the participant. The implication of this is that the objective of the programme which is capacity building for effective boost in rice production may not be fully realized because not all the capacity building programmes were fully attended by the participant. Regression analysis (Table 3) showed that there were positive relationships between participation levels of farmers in capacity building programmes and selected variables: age (β = 0.014), educational levels (β=0.114), household size (β= 0.061), farm size (0.133), land ownership (0.514), years of experience in (β = 0.114) and secondary occupation (β = .140) .this implies that all the variables are in support of the participation positively but the most significant variables are educational levels of farmers, farm size and land ownership. This implies that an educational level of farmers is the most important factor of participation. 
III. Results and Discussion

The level of participation of respondents in Patigi and Edu local government
IV. Conclusion
The assessment of the participation of rice farmers in a capacity building programme of Agricultural Development Programme in Kwara State has revealed that the participation level in Patigi Local Government Area is higher than that of the Edu local Government Area. The participation mean of farmers in Patigi is 6. 1889 while that of Edu is 3.2667 Therefore, there is need to find out the reasons why the attendance was very low in the Edu Local Government Area while its considerable high in Patigi Local Government. However, the major reason given by the member of rice farmer participant is the mobility as the distance between their district and the programme venue is far. The result revealed that for any subsequent training programme, the planner should take into consideration the educational levels, farm size, secondary occupation and land ownership of farmers into consideration as all these influence participation in one way or the other. Also, it was revealed that farmers' reason for inadequate participation was a result of distance of the venue where the programme is held.
Recommendation
Based on the findings of this study it is recommended that Agricultural Development Programme should decentralized their subsequent capacity building programme's venue so that farmers can have access to such programme. It is also recommended that for any subsequent training programme, the planner should take into consideration the educational levels , farm size, secondary occupation and land ownership of farmers into consideration as all these influence participation in one way or the other 
